
PART A 

City 

Barry A. Jacobs

6725 Bob O Link Drive, Dallas, Texas 75214

N/A

barryajacobs@hotmail.com

817-504-0847

214-823-9522



PART B 

City 

Casey Thomas II ("Councilman Thomas")

City Council, District 3; Mayor Pro Tem

1500 Marilla St., Dallas, Texas 75201

214-670-0777

c/o Chris Soto, Council Liaison, richard.soto@dallascityhall.com



PART C DESCRIPTION

PART D 

City 

Please see Attachment 1 hereto.

Please See Attachment 2 hereto.



City 

Please see Attachment 3 hereto.



DIVIDUAL 

City 



c s

c s



c s



Ethics Complaint Regarding  
Councilman Casey Thomas II 

Attachment 1 

DESCRIPTION OF COMPLAINT 

I. Councilman Thomas’s receipt of certain gifts.

On July 10, 2019, D Magazine published an article in which it reported that Councilman Thomas 

had been the recipient of certain gifts from VisitDallas, a contractor engaged by the City of Dallas to 

promote the city and its convention center (a copy of this article is attached as Exhibit 1).  Linked in the 

article was a list of recipients of gifts from VisitDallas, along with the gifts received (a copy of this list is 

attached as Exhibit 2).  Between the dates of June 3, 2016 and December 17, 2018, Councilman Thomas 

received from VisitDallas gifts comprising tickets to six events, five of which were in 2018 (collectively, 

the “Gifts”).  A second D Magazine article dated July 15, 2019 (a copy of which is attached as Exhibit 3) 

cited the value of just one of the tickets Councilman Thomas received (to a concert by Bruno Mars on 

October 14, 2018) as having a value of $591. 

II. Councilman Thomas’s Annual Gift Disclosure Reports.  Violation of Section 12A‐5(b) (failure to 
report gifts)

The July 15, 2019, D Magazine article also included links to Councilman Thomas’s Annual Gift 
Disclosure Reports for the years 2016, 2017 and 2018 (copies of which are attached hereto as Exhibit 4, 

Exhibit 5 and Exhibit 6, respectively).  These Annual Gift Disclosure Reports do not reflect Councilman 

Thomas’s receipt of the Gifts. 

III. Councilman Thomas’s Official Acts Regarding VisitDallas

On May 15, 2019, Councilman Thomas participated in a council briefing at which the recent 

audit of VisitDallas was considered, which participation was an official action.  Councilman Thomas 

neither disclosed any economic interest in VisitDallas, nor recused himself from participating in that 

portion of the council briefing that concerned VisitDallas, nor filed a statement of conflict of interest 

with the City Secretary’s office regarding any conflict of interest with respect to VisitDallas. 

‐Attachment 1‐ 



Attachment 2 

CODE VIOLATIONS 

I. Violation of Section 12A‐5(a) (acceptance of gifts that tend to reward or influence official conduct)

It is reasonable to infer that the Gifts tend to reward or influence, or be intended to reward or 

influence Councilman Thomas’s official conduct with regard to VisitDallas, making his acceptance of the 

Gifts a violation of Section 12‐5(a) of the Code of Ethics. 

II. Violation of Section 12A‐5(b) (failure to report gifts)

The aggregate value of the Gifts is not clear, however the July 15, 2019, D Magazine article cites 

the value of just one ticket received by Councilman Thomas as $591—far in excess of the $250 limit 

which would require that the Gifts be reported.  Councilman Thomas’s Annual Gift Disclosure Reports 

fail to report the Gifts in violation of Section 12A‐5(b) of the Code of Ethics. 

III. Violation of Section 12A‐3(a)(4) (official action despite improper economic interest)

Over the course of 2018 VisitDallas engaged in an ongoing pattern and practice of providing gifts 

to Councilman Thomas; indeed, it made gifts to him no fewer than five times during that year.  

Accordingly, it is reasonable to infer that Councilman Thomas expected that such gifts would continue to 

be forthcoming.  The value of the Gifts was not de minimis.  Accordingly, by his acceptance of the Gifts 

and his (inferable) anticipation of future gifts, Councilman Thomas gained an economic interest in 

VisitDallas.  On May 15, 2019, despite this economic interest in VisitDallas, Councilman Thomas 

participated in a council briefing regarding VisitDallas, in violation of Section 12A‐3(a)(4) of the Code of 
Ethics. 

III. Violation of Section 12A‐12.1(a)(1) and (b)(8) (failure to recuse)

Councilman Thomas’s economic interest in VisitDallas requires that he recuse himself from 

taking official actions with respect to matters involving VisitDallas.  Councilman Thomas did not recuse 

himself from participating in that portion of the May 15, 2019, Council Briefing that concerned 

VisitDallas, in violation of Sections 12A‐12.1(a) and (b)(8) of the Code of Ethics. 

IV. Violation of Section 12‐12.1(a)(2) (failure to file statement of conflict of interest)

Councilman Thomas has failed to file a statement of conflict of interest with respect to 

VisitDallas with the City Secretary’s office, a violation of Section 12A‐12.1(a)(2) of the Code of Ethics. 

V. Violation of Section 12‐12.1(b)(8) (failure disclose conflict of interest)

Councilman Thomas has failed to disclose his conflict of interest to the City Council as required, 

a violation of Section 12A‐12.1(b)(8). 

‐Attachment 2, page 1‐ 
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Councilman Casey Thomas II 
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VI. Other Potential Violations

It remains unclear whether Councilman Thomas actively solicited the Gifts, thereby committing 

a separate violation under Section 12A‐5(a) of the Code of Ethics.  In addition, because Councilman 

Thomas is a salaried official of the City of Dallas and VisitDallas is an instrumentality of the City of Dallas, 

the Gifts constitute compensation which is required to be reported under the United States Tax Code.  
Accordingly, if VisitDallas and Councilman Thomas failed to report the Gifts to the IRS, both Councilman 

Thomas and VisitDallas may have violated federal law and, as a result, Section 12A‐1.2(a)(2) of the Code 

of Ethics.   

VII. Prayer for Order to Produce

In order to fully resolve all potential ethics violations relating to Councilman Thomas’s receipt of 

gifts from VisitDallas, the complainant respectfully begs the Ethics Advisory Commission to order the 

production of all public records comprising (a) communications between and among Councilman 

Thomas, his Personal Assistant, his Council Liaison and any employee, officer, board member or agent of 

VisitDallas regarding the Gifts or the related concerts or events and/or Councilman Thomas’s official 

actions with respect to VisitDallas and (b) any reports on Form 1099 or any similar document by which 

VisitDallas reported to the United States Internal Revenue Service its provision of the Gifts to 

Councilman Thomas. 
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Attachment 3 

SOURCES OF EVIDENCE 

1. D Magazine article dated July 10, 2019, attached hereto as Exhibit 1.

2. List of gifts by VisitDallas to various persons, attached hereto as Exhibit 2.

3. D Magazine article dated July 15, 2019, attached hereto as Exhibit 3.

4. Annual Gift Disclosure Report of Councilman Thomas for the year 2016, attached hereto as

Exhibit 4.

5. Annual Gift Disclosure Report of Councilman Thomas for the year 2017, attached hereto as

Exhibit 5.

6. Annual Gift Disclosure Report of Councilman Thomas for the year 2018, attached hereto as

Exhibit 6.

7. The Complete Agenda and Briefing Combined for the City Council Briefing on May 15, 2019, in

which Councilman Thomas participated in an official capacity, which document is accessible on

the City of Dallas's website.
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Exhibit 1 

July 10, 2019 Article from D Magazine 

Retrieved as of 12:01 p.m. on August 22, 2019 at 

https://www.dmagazine.com/frontburner/2019/07/dallas‐finally‐sent‐the‐list‐of‐council‐members‐who‐

used‐the‐visitdallas‐suite‐at‐aac/ 



SPORTS & LEISURE

Dallas Finally Sent the 
List of Council 
Members Who Used 
the VisitDallas Suite at 
AAC
Was that really so hard?

BY SHAWN SHINNEMAN PUBLISHED IN FRONTBURNER JULY 10, 2019 1:00 PM 

We did it!

Last week, we got fed up enough with the city of Dallas’ 
open records runaround that I wrote a storyI wrote a storyI wrote a storyI wrote a storyI wrote a storyI wrote a storyI wrote a storyI wrote a storyI wrote a storyI wrote a storyI wrote a storyI wrote a storyI wrote a story complaining. 
We were due a list of City Council members who have 
used VisitDallas’ suite at the American Airlines Center 
since 2016. The Office of the Attorney General told the 
city to give it to us. But the city hadn’t. A records official 
claimed the city never got the ruling from the AG.

Yesterday, the city magically found the ruling and sent 
the list.

Today, we present the list to you. Is it the most exciting 
list in the world? Maybe not. Two Council members, 
current southern Dallas representative Casey Thomas and 
former West Dallas member Monica Alonzo, accepted 
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tickets. Here is what they attended over the last three 
years:

Monica Alonzo (June 6, 2017—Enrique Iglesias 
& Pitbull)
Monica Alonzo (November 12, 2017—Latino 
Mix Live!)
Casey Thomas (June 3, 2016—R. Kelly)
Casey Thomas (May 27, 2018—Justin 
Timberlake)
Casey Thomas (July 20, 2018—Sam Smith)
Casey Thomas (August 17, 2018—WWW Big 3)
Casey Thomas (October 14, 2018—Bruno Mars)
Casey Thomas (December 12, 2018—Michelle 
Obama)

That’s all, folks.

I am curious how a Council member gets their hands on 
these tickets, particularly in light of the aghast look on the 
faces of several of them in February. That was when this 
first came upfirst came upfirst came upfirst came upfirst came upfirst came upfirst came upfirst came upfirst came upfirst came upfirst came upfirst came upfirst came up, when then-Councilman and mayoral 
candidate Scott Griggs questioned VisitDallas officials 
about use of the suite. VisitDallas says tickets go to 
elected officials to help build relationships with outsiders 
that VisitDallas hosts.

I’ve reached out to Thomas for comment and will update 
this story if I hear back.

Also in the document, we get a glimpse of the names of 
VisitDallas board members and Kay Bailey Hutchison 
Convention Center staff who have used the suite. Finally, 
there’s a list of VisitDallas employees who’ve used it. 
That part is quite long; VisitDallas had at least two 



SPORTS & LEISURE 

Tags: DALLAS CITY COUNCIL / AMERICAN AIRLINES CENTER / CASEY THOMAS / VISITDALLAS 

representatives present during each event. We see that 
ousted CEO Phillip Jones saw Stevie Nicks, a ho-hum 
Mavs-Pistons game, and—two straight years—the Trans-
Siberian Orchestra.

Here’s something the city sent ussomething the city sent ussomething the city sent ussomething the city sent ussomething the city sent ussomething the city sent ussomething the city sent ussomething the city sent ussomething the city sent ussomething the city sent ussomething the city sent ussomething the city sent ussomething the city sent us about how the suite is 
used. It says elected officials are invited “to help 
demonstrate the city’s interest in the business.” City 
Council members and VisitDallas board members 
accounted for about 1 percent of the 4,275 tickets that 
were used from 2016 to 2018.

“The use of these tickets plays an important part in how 
we build relationships and showcase the destination in 
order to get positive stories written about Dallas and 
convince decisionmakers to host their meetings and 
events here,” the memo reads.

Here is the whole listHere is the whole listHere is the whole listHere is the whole listHere is the whole listHere is the whole listHere is the whole listHere is the whole listHere is the whole listHere is the whole listHere is the whole listHere is the whole listHere is the whole list. If you see anything interesting, let 
us know.

Anyway, if there’s a moral here, it’s that you should 
always complain.
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Exhibit 2 

List of Gifts by VisitDallas to Various Persons 

Retrieved as of 12:01 p.m. on August 22, 2019, at: 

https://assets.dmagstatic.com/wp‐

content/uploads/2019/07/Releasable_Information_Visit_Dallas_11_pages.pdf 



City of Dallas/Board of Dlrectorsllcket Requests/Attendees 

Name Company 

Chris Pllavakls Dallas Marriott City Center 

Chris Pllavalds Dallas Marriott City Center 

Andrea Gates Rosewood Mansion on Turtle Creek 

Carrie Parsons 

JoyceWllllams 

Tyrus Sanders 

Peg Hall 

Monica Alonzo 

Monica Alonzo 

Casey Thomas 

Casey Thomas 

Casey Thomas 

Casey Thomas 

Casey Thomas 

Casey Thomas 

Ron King 

Sonja MIiier 

Trenton Becker 

Trenton Becker 

Meg Doty 

Yldefonso Rodriguez 

Yldefonso Rodriguez 

Yldefonso Rodriguez 

Trenton Becker 

Freeman 

Dallas County Community College District 

Regions Bank 

Dentons US LLP 

City ofDallas 

City ofDallas 

City of Dallas 

CityofDallas 

CityofDallas 

City ofDallas 

City of Dallas 

City ofDall as 

KBHCCD 

KBHCCD 

KBHCCD 

KBHCCD 

KBHCCD 

KBHCCD 

KBHCCD 

KBHCCD 

KBHCCD 

hlghllghted names served on theVlsftDallas Board of Directors 

Event 

03/21/17 Mavericks vs Golden State Warriors 

01/03/18 Dallas Mavericks vs. Golden State Warriors 

07/18/17 Neil Diamond 

12/14/18 Elton John 

12/17 /18 Michelle Obama 

12/17 /18 Michelle Obama 

12/17/18 Michelle Obama 

06/16/17 Enrique Iglesias & Pitbull 

11/12/17 Latino Mix Uvel 

06/03/16 R. Kelly 

05/27 /18 Justin Tlmberlake 

07 /20/18 Sam Smith 

08/17/18 WWW Big3 

10/14/18 Bruno Mars 

12/17 /18 Michelle Obama 

02/06/16 Dallas Stars vs. Chicago Blackhawks 

02/26/16 Mavericks vs Denver Nuggets 

01/03/17 Mavericks vs Washington Wizards 

01/04/17 Dallas Stars vs. Montreal Canadiens 

01/15/17 Mavericks vs Minnesota Tl m berwolves 

11/06/16 Mavericks vs Milwaukee Bucks 

12/05/16 Mavericks vs Charlotte Hornets 

03/07 /17 Mavericks vs Los Angeles Lakers 

03/08/17 Dallas Stars vs. Ottawa Senators 

Exhibit B 
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Exhibit 3 

July 15, 2019 Article from D Magazine 

Retrieved as of 12:01 p.m. on August 22, 2019 at 

https://www.dmagazine.com/frontburner/2019/07/councilman‐casey‐thomas‐didnt‐disclose‐those‐aac‐

tickets‐from‐visitdallas‐as‐required/ 



LOCAL NEWS

Thomas Didn’t 
Disclose Those AAC 
Tickets From 
VisitDallas, as 
Required
He used the suite five times last year.

BY SHAWN SHINNEMAN PUBLISHED IN FRONTBURNER JULY 15, 2019 12:25 PM 

The Texas Monitor picks up where we left offpicks up where we left offpicks up where we left offpicks up where we left offpicks up where we left offpicks up where we left offpicks up where we left offpicks up where we left offpicks up where we left offpicks up where we left offpicks up where we left offpicks up where we left offpicks up where we left off on how one 
current and one former Dallas City Council member used 
VisitDallas’ American Airlines Center suite. As you’ll 
remember, the city finally sent us a list of people who’ve 
used the suite. As we reportedAs we reportedAs we reportedAs we reportedAs we reportedAs we reportedAs we reportedAs we reportedAs we reportedAs we reportedAs we reportedAs we reportedAs we reported, the only active City 
Council member to use it was southern Dallas 
representative Casey Thomas. The Monitor points out 
Thomas wasn’t exactly first in line to rip into VisitDallas 
leadership when we all found out how the shop was runhow the shop was runhow the shop was runhow the shop was runhow the shop was runhow the shop was runhow the shop was runhow the shop was runhow the shop was runhow the shop was runhow the shop was runhow the shop was runhow the shop was run
a few months back.



LOCAL NEWS 

Tags: DALLAS CITY COUNCIL / AMERICAN AIRLINES CENTER / CASEY THOMAS 

But the scoop is this: the Monitor
Thomas’ lastlastlastlastlastlastlastlastlastlastlast threethreethreethreethreethreethreethreethreethreethree yearsyearsyearsyearsyears
tickets aren’t on them.

Tickets for each of those events exceeded the 
$50 minimum required for disclosure. Mars, for 
example, charged $591 for a top seat charged $591 for a top seat charged $591 for a top seat charged $591 for a top seat charged $591 for a top seat charged $591 for a top seat charged $591 for a top seat charged $591 for a top seat charged $591 for a top seat charged $591 for a top seat charged $591 for a top seat charged $591 for a top seat charged $591 for a top seat during his 
2018 tour.

Although the annual gift disclosure filed by 
Thomas did not mention the American Airlines 
Center events, it did include other perks he 
received from VisitDallas. He reported 
receiving two tickets to the AT&T Byron Nelson 
golf tournament from VisitDallas in May 2018, 
worth $300 each, and an $85 polo shirt in 2017.

Thomas did not respond to a phone message or 
text requesting comment. His office did not 
respond to an email.

He hasn’t responded here, either. We’ll update if he does. 
Former Councilwoman Monica Alonzo, she of West 
Dallas, used the suite twice during her time in office.
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Exhibit 4 

Annual Gift Disclosure Form for Councilman Thomas for the year 2016 

Filed as of May 1, 2017, and retrieved on August 22, 2019, at 12:01 p.m. at: 

https://assets.dmagstatic.com/wp‐content/uploads/2019/07/Thomas__Casey_‐_2017_AGD.pdf 
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Exhibit 5 

Annual Gift Disclosure Form for Councilman Thomas for the year 2017 

Filed as of April 30, 2018, and retrieved on August 22, 2019, at 12:01 p.m. at: 

https://assets.dmagstatic.com/wp‐content/uploads/2019/07/Thomas__Casey_‐_2018_AGD.pdf 
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Exhibit 6 

Annual Gift Disclosure Form for Councilman Thomas for the year 2018 

Filed as of April 30, 2019, and retrieved on August 22, 2019, at 12:01 p.m. at: 

https://assets.dmagstatic.com/wp‐content/uploads/2019/07/Thomas__Casey_‐_2019_AGD.pdf 

 












