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GEORGE T. M. SHACKELFORD APPOINTED SENIOR DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
OF THE KIMBELL ART MUSEUM IN FORT WORTH, TEXAS 

 
 
JULY 11, 2011, FORT WORTH, TX—The Kimbell Art Museum announced today that George 

T. M. Shackelford will join the staff as senior deputy director in early 2012. “I’m thrilled to 

welcome George to the Kimbell,” commented Eric M. Lee, the Museum’s director.  “He is one of 

the most brilliant and talented curators in the field today. As the Kimbell expands with its Renzo 

Piano building project, George will play a crucial role in shaping the Museum’s future.” 

In response to accepting the position, Shackelford remarked, “I have loved the Kimbell 

since I first visited it 25 years ago. It’s one of the most beautiful museums in the world, and I am 

excited and honored to be joining its staff at this momentous time in its history.  I look forward to 

becoming part of the Kimbell’s family, in Fort Worth, in Texas, and around the globe.” 

 
George T. M. Shackelford 

Shackelford is currently chair of the art of Europe at the Museum of Fine Arts (MFA), 

Boston, a position he has held since 1999, and was additionally named the Arthur K. Solomon 

Curator of Modern Art in 2004. He joined the MFA in January 1996 as curator of European 

paintings. Shackelford is a leading scholar of French art of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

Most recently, he co-curated Degas and the Nude with Xavier Rey, curator of paintings at the 

Musée d'Orsay, Paris, with whom he authored the accompanying exhibition catalogue. The 

exhibition is jointly organized by the MFA and the Musée d’Orsay and opens in Boston on 

October 9, 2011.  

Shackelford has organized a number of exhibitions for the MFA and has overseen the 

acquisition of paintings, sculpture, and works of decorative art from the Middle Ages to the 

modern era. During his tenure, in 2003, the Museum acquired one of the most important paintings 



by Edgar Degas remaining in a private collection, Duchessa di Montejasi with Her Daughters, 

Elena and Camilla (1876).  

In 1996, Shackelford oversaw the reinstallation of the MFA’s Evans Wing European 

Galleries. Since then, he has served as co-curator of several major MFA exhibitions, among them 

Monet in the 20th Century, the most highly attended exhibition in the world in 1998; Van Gogh: 

Face to Face (2000); Impressionist Still Life (2001–02); Impressions of Light: The French 

Landscape from Corot to Monet (2002–03); and Gauguin Tahiti (2003–04), organized with the 

Réunion des Musées Nationaux and the Musée d’Orsay, Paris. The centerpiece of this 

international loan exhibition, which marked the centenary of Gauguin’s death, was the artist’s 

masterpiece D’où venons-nous? Que sommes-nous? Où allons-nous? (Where Do We Come 

From? What Are We? Where Are We Going?) (1897–98), from the MFA. 

Shackelford served as curator of the exhibitions Monet, Renoir, and the Impressionist 

Landscape (1999); Jean-François Millet (2001); and Delacroix to Munch: Nineteenth-Century 

Visions (2004), all held at the Nagoya/Boston Museum of Fine Arts (N/BMFA) in Nagoya, Japan. 

He also curated The World of Claude Monet, which opened at the N/BMFA in April 2008 and 

subsequently traveled to Sydney, Australia, and Wellington, New Zealand; and Gauguin, which 

marked the N/BMFA’s 10th anniversary in 2009. 

Shackelford has won numerous awards and fellowships, among them the David E. Finley 

Fellowship of the Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts of the National Gallery of Art, 

Washington, D.C., where in 1984 he organized his first international loan exhibition, Degas: The 

Dancers. In 2005, he was honored with the title Chevalier de l’ordre des arts et des lettres 

(Knight of the Order of Arts and Letters) by the Republic of France. Shackelford has lectured in 

museums and at universities throughout the United States and Europe. Before joining the MFA, 

he served for 11 years as curator of European painting and sculpture at the Museum of Fine Arts, 

Houston. A native of Louisiana, he is a 1977 summa cum laude graduate of Dartmouth College 

and received his Ph.D. from Yale University in 1986. 
 

Kimbell Art Museum 

The Kimbell Art Museum, owned and operated by the Kimbell Art Foundation, is 

internationally renowned for both its collections and for its architecture. The Kimbell’s 

collections range in period from antiquity to the 20th century, and include European masterpieces 

by artists ranging from Fra Angelico, Michelangelo, and Caravaggio to Monet, Picasso, and 

Matisse, and important collections of Egyptian and classical antiquities, as well as Asian, 

Mesoamerican, and African art. 



The Museum’s building, designed by the American architect Louis I. Kahn, is widely 

regarded as one of the outstanding architectural achievements of the modern era. A second 

building, designed by world-renowned Italian architect Renzo Piano, is scheduled to open in 2013 

and will provide space for special exhibitions, allowing the Kahn building to showcase the 

permanent collection. 

 
 
 
 

# # # 
 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter for more information about the exhibition and related events.  
Kimbell Art Museum hours: Tuesdays–Thursdays and Saturdays, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.; Fridays, noon–
8 p.m.; Sundays, noon–5 p.m.; closed Mondays. For general information, call 817-332-8451. 
Website: www.kimbellart.org. Address: 3333 Camp Bowie Blvd., Fort Worth, TX 76107 
 
*Admission to view the Museum’s permanent collection is always FREE.  
**Admission to the exhibition Picasso and Braque: The Cubist Experiment, 1910–1912 is $8 for 
adults; $6 for seniors age 60 and over and for students with an ID; $4 for children ages 6–11; and 
FREE for children under 6 and for Museum members. Admission is half-price on Tuesdays and 
after 5 p.m. on Fridays. 
 
 


