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Marvin E. Crenshaw

Plaintiff
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IN THE DISTRICT COURTJ. 
'

6[hc " ',^ *s
oFDALLAS couNTY 

"t Pul 
r

JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Tom Leppert

Individual ly and DBA

Mayor of DALLAS

Defendant

ORIGINAL PETITION

TO THE HONORABLE COURT:

PLAINTIFF MARVIN E. CRENSHAW COMPLAINS OF DEFENDANT TOM LEPPERT

AND FOR CAUSE OF ACTION

I

PARTIES

L. Plaintiff Marvin E. Crenshaw is a prominent activist in Dallas, Texas and

plaintiff in the historic voting rights lawsuit known as 14-1.(s+erfribit t)

Marvin E. Crenshaw is a resident of Dallas County Texas and resides at 5134

Mafcolm X Blvd. Dallas, Texas 752Ls

?h,n\,ff Crr\c1\uq ['Ah*t ],' Lo+ (
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2. Defendant Tom Leppert is the former CEO of Turner Construction
Company and presently serves as the Mayor of Dallas,Texas. Tom Leppert
will herein after be referred to as Mayor Tom Leppert or 'TL" (Tom the
Liar). Mayor Tom Leppert can be served at Dallas City Hall 1500 Marilla
Dallas, Texas 75201.seeahi5ifB)

3. Plaintiff intend to conduct discovery under level 2 in accordance with Rule of

Procedure 190.3.

t l

NATURE OF ACTION

4. Plaintiff Marvin E. Crenshaw files this complaint against Mayor Tom

Leppert and states the following;

"ln his zest to be the first strong arm dictator Mayor of Dallas, Texas in the 21't

Century and to be the chief flunky for the Dallas Citizens Council "TL" violated

the City Charter, corrupted the City Council, intimidated the City Manager and

staff, stole from the budget, l ied and betrayed the citizens of Dallas, Texas."

il l

VENUE

5. Venue is proper pursuant to section 15.001 et. seq of the Texas Civil Practice

and Remedies Code because one or more of the parties reside in Dallas County

Texas and because of all or part of plaintiffs cause arose in Dallas County Texas.

tv.

FACTS



-
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6. CHAPTER 3 Sectionfiof the Dallas City Charter titled CIW COUNCIL

QUORUM reads as follows:

"A quorum shall consist of nine members, except when the number of City

Council members, due to vacancies, is reduced to less than nine,

in which event a quorum shall consist of all the remaining City Council

members; but a less number may adjourn from time to time and compel the

attendance of absent members in such manner and under such penalties as may

be prescribed by ordinance." In his desire to be the strong arm dictator and

chief flunky for the Dallas Citizens Council 'TL" required the attendance of all

City Council members, city manager and staff to attend a private city

council meeting under the disguise of a Xmas party at the home of

developer and business man Ross Perot, Jr. which was not open to the
public or press. Two council members Angela Hunt in District 14 and

Mitchell Rasansky in District 13 did not attend stating it did not pass the

smelltest. A quorum of t2 Dallas City Council members, The City

Manager and staff followed the direction of "TL" to have a private City

council meeting for the Dallas Citizens Council. James Ragland, a

columnist for the Dal las Morning News quoted John Scovel l  chairman of

the Dallas Citizens Council shouting the "good old days are back". (see

exhibit[ ]

7. The private city council meeting at the home of Ross Perot, Jr. violated

CHAPTER 3 section 8 of the Dallas City Charter which states that all official

meetings of the City Council and of all City Council committees must be

open as provided by state law.(see exhibift )

8. The question that must be asked and answered is were gifts given to the

council members and city staff who were present. What was discussed and

what promises were made.

? \^, ^\[! o^\q',*[?1 1*ftry : 0{6



9. On October 28,2009, the city council approved a construction contract with

Turner Construction Company for 53,898,838. "TL" did not vote because of a

conflict of interest. At the same time "TL" was aware he was leaving the city

council to run for the US Senate. 'TL" was aware of budget restraints, closing

the library early, laying off city workers, closing swimming pools. Yet, 'TL" by

his actions confirms former Councilman Mitchell Rasansky statement that "TL"

"DOESN'T GIVE A DAMN ABOUT THE CITIZENS OF DALLAS". Plaintiff Marvin E.

Crenshaw questions his ethics and request that the contract with Turner

Construction Company be voided.

10. On November 9,20O9 following the dictates of "TV' L2 members of the

Dallas City Council voted to cast a shadow over the city of Dallas in the words

of District 5 Council member Vonciel Jones Hill in a " rush to judgement to

violate the spirit of t4-L in an effort to implement the goal of a strong -mayor in

Dallas, Texas. What did "TL" promise the 11 council members who voted for the

so- called Ethics Reform and in the words of District 5 Council member cast a

shadow over Dallas. Three Council members voted against the Ordinance-

Counci lmembers VoncielJones Hi l l ,  Tennel l  Akins and Steve Salazar.

11. Plaintiff Marvin E. Crenshaw furthers states that the goal of the so-called

Ethics Reform called for by "TL" not only was an attempt to violate the spirit of

tA-L, began the process for a strong mayor but to provide cannon fodder for his

cohorts in the Allen Group by casting a dark shadow of" you can talk to them,
pretend to be their fr iends but remember distr icts 4,5,7, and 8 are corrupt."

The above mention council districts are all represented by African-Americans.

11. Plaintiff Marvin Crenshaw further states the so-called Ethics Reform were

created for "Tf'to have an issue in his run for US Senate.

,---1n 
v '-\
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RELIEF SOUGHT

PLAINTIFF Marvin E. Crenshaw has been an observer/participant to insure

the democratic process at Dallas City Hall served not only the African-American

community but allthe citizens of Dallas since L979. Plaintiff Marvin E. Crenshaw

has been a candidate for Dallas City Council beginning in 1983 until 2007,-

despite the fact that Plaintiff Marvin E. Crenshaw brought 14-1 he has never

been elected or as one newspaper stated in 1991 after Plaintiff Crenshaw was

defeated in a run-off in the first council election under LA-t- Marvin Crenshaw

was not allowed to participate in the structure he created. Plaintiff Marvin E.

Crenshaw has suffered in ways that is difficult for some to imagine from

character assassination to not being able to make a living financially to a
physical assassination attempt. lt is painful to see the struggle and sacrifice of so

many destroyed by someone who in words of former Councilman Mitchell

Rasansky "DOES NOT GIVE A DAMN ABOUT THE CITIZENS OF DALLAS". However

Plaintiff Marvin E. Crenshaw is a true believer in "A LUTA CONTINUA'THE

STRUGGLE CONTINUES. Plaintiff Marvin E. Crenshaw respectfully request that

the court find Mayor Tom Leppert violated the Dallas City Charter Chapter 3

Section 10 by having 13 members which according to the city charter

constituted a city council quorum at the home of businessman and developer

Ross Perot, Jr. and Chapter 3 Section 8 concerning open meetings. Plaintiff

Marvin E. Crenshaw respectfully request a hearing on the Oct.28, 2009 contract

awarded to Turner Construction Company. Plaintiff Marvin E. Crenshaw

respectfully request that section 15 of the Ordinance on Ethic Reforms is in

viofation of the spirit of L4-L, that council districts 4, 5, 7, and 8 are not corrupt

and the reforms were a "rush to judgement " by a madman who will resign in

the next 30-60 days months to run for the US Senate.

WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Plaintiff Marvin E. Crenshaw prays that

after service of this complaint and summons that this court try this matter and
grant both preliminary and permanent injunctive relief and award Plaintiff

Marvin E. Crenshaw the sum of SZS,OOO.

q^n\' il orrq*Q.{,#'* ?e s 0{[



Marvin E. Crenshaw

Pro Se

5134 Malcolm X Blvd.

Daffas, Texas 752ts
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ch. III, 58 DALLAS CITY CHARTER CtL III, S11

SEC.8. OPEN MEETINGS; SPEAKERS.

(a) All official meetings of the city council and of all city council committees
must be open-to the-public- as provided by state law. Those mletings involving an
attorney and client relationship, or other matters authorized by law to bi deliberaticl in
closed session, need not be open to the public.

(b) The city council shall adopt rules of procedure that provide reasonable
opportunity for citizens to be heard by the city council. (Amend. of 5-1-93, Prop. No. 5)

sEC. 9. CITY COUNCIL QUORUi\,I.

-A guorum shall consist of nine members, except when the number of city council
members, due to vacancies, is reduced to less than nine, in which event a quoium shall
consist of all of the remaining city council members; but a less number than a quorum
may adjourn from time to time and compel the attendance of absent members in such
manner and under. such penalties as may be prescribed by ordinance. (Amend. of
8-12-89, Prop. No. 1)

SEC. TO. COUNCIL VOTE.

No member shall be excused from voting except on matters involving the
consideration of his own official conduct, or where his financial interests are invoJved,
and in these instances, he shall not vote. The council shall determine its own rules of
procedure, 1nq may punish its members for misconduct, and may compel the
attendance of absent members.

SEC. 11. MAYOR PRO TEM, DEPUTY MAYOR PRO TEM; DUTIES OF.

^ Thg city council shall elect one of its members as mayor pro rem, who shall
perform the duties of mayor in the case of the absence or inabilitv of the mavor to
perform the duties of his office, who shall, during that time, be vbsted with ill the
powers belonging to the mayor. The council shall also elect one of its members as
deputy mayor pro tem to act in the absence of both the mayor and the mayor pro tem
and to exercise the powers of the mayor during that time.
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